
Beowulf Literary Analysis Introduction and Paragraph Assignment 
English 2 Pre-AP 2019 

In order to fine tune your literary analysis skills, we will be focusing on writing effective introductions, thesis statements, selecting 
strong text evidence, and providing thorough analysis. To provide you with more thorough feedback through peer editing and 
student/teacher conferencing and to allow for more thorough revisions, you will only be writing an introduction and one body 
paragraph rather than a full essay. We will work our way up to a full essay in the spring semester. 
 

Prompt: Many works of literature depict a character taking charge of a situation and rising up, either expectedly or 
unexpectedly, to become a leader. Using your knowledge  of Beowulf thus far, write an essay analyzing the important 
leadership qualities presented in the character of Beowulf. As you analyze Beowulf’s success, analyze how the qualities in 
Beowulf contribute to a universal understanding of effective leadership. 
 

Essay Requirements: 
● Your essay must be two paragraphs (introduction and a well-organized analytical paragraph) 
● Your introduction should end with a thesis statement that directly answers the prompt. Since you are only writing one 

paragraph, the ideas of your thesis should be manageable for one paragraph. You will need to  
○ 1) make a claim about the leadership qualities you say Beowulf possesses 
○ 2) offer insight into how you plan to prove that 
○ 3) offer at thematic insight about how this equates to success in leadership. 

● Your body paragraph must have a clear organizational strategy and include a coherent topic sentence and concluding 
sentence. 

● Each body paragraph should aim to include at least 3 pieces of textual evidence in the form of an embedded, 
contextualized quote with correct internal citations (for an epic poem this will need to reference the line #s).  

○ Ex: “The fortunes of war favoured Hrothgar” (64). 
○ As we go through this drafting and revision process, you can add, change, revise your text evidence and analysis as 

see more of Beowulf’s leadership qualities.  
● For each piece of evidence, you must have a thorough explanatory commentary/analysis. Your analysis should  

○ 1) prove that the quote you selected demonstrates the leadership quality(ies) identified in your thesis  
○ 2) examine how that leadership quality contributes to Beowulf’s success 
○ 3) connect this quality to a more universal understanding of what it takes to be a successful leader. 
○ Remember, this should all be working back towards the points of your topic sentence and thesis. 

● Follow all MLA guidelines (see website if you need guidance) 
● Unique title  
● Work Cited page that cites your text (You will only be citing the poem. Follow the formatting guidelines shown below: 

 
 Title. Translated by First Name Last Name, Publishing Company, Year Published. 

Note: In the two weeks leading up to your final draft, you will be completing No Red Ink assignments discussing effective 
introductions and ways in which to embed quotes. It will be expected that you utilize the skills covered in these drills as you 
complete this writing assignment. 
 

Important Dates and Deadlines: 
Monday, November 4: Thesis Statement Due (F); submit to Google Classroom by 7:25am 
Wed/Thurs, November 6/7: Thesis Statement Conferencing and Work Day 
Monday, November 11: Introduction and Paragraph 1st Draft Due (2F); submit to Turnitin.com by 7:25am and bring TWO printed 
copies to class  
Monday, November 18: Introduction and Paragraph Final Draft Due (S); submit to Turnitin.com by 7:25am and bring a printed 
copy to class. 
 
****Rules regarding plagiarism and cheating will be strictly enforced.  Any student caught cheating or plagiarizing will receive an 
automatic zero for the assignment and will not be given the opportunity to regain any credit under any circumstances.  It is YOUR 
responsibility to ensure that you are able to submit the paper to www.turnitin.com on time.  Essays missing appropriate internal citations 
and/or a Work Cited page are considered plagiarized and will receive a zero.  

http://www.turnitin.com/


English II Pre-AP – Literary Analysis Grading Rubric  
A:   An Excellent Paper (98, 95, 93, 90) 
- Writing shows good critical intelligence, careful workmanship, and 

originality 
- Introduction provides insightful discussion of the topic(s) and adds 

substance to the essay 
- Thesis clearly and cohesively addresses the prompt in a manner that 

shows a complex understanding of the text 
- Topic Sentence(s) clearly and cohesively address prompt and give strong 

insight to the subject matter that will be discussed in the paragraph 
- Evidence is specific and well-chosen; it clearly illustrates the points 

made by the topic sentence and thesis; provides good foundation for 
analysis 

- Evidence/Quotations are smoothly and clearly incorporated with the 
writer’s prose; there are no floating quotations 

- Analysis is insightful and connects evidence to topic sentence/thesis; 
analysis uses the evidence prove the thesis; no “how” or “why” questions 
unresolved; analysis explains, in detail, how the chosen evidence 
illustrates the larger theme 

- Organization is very clear; transitions are smooth, and content is 
presented in a logical/sensible order 

- Paragraphs structure is coherent and well-developed; sentences are clear 
in meaning; writing is fluid 

- Word choice is particularly adept, appropriate and sensitive 
- Very few minor grammar, punctuation, or spelling errors; no major errors 
- No MLA format errors 

 
B: A Very Good Paper (88, 85, 83, 80) 
- Writing shows better than average ability to relate ideas; some depth of 

analysis, some originality 
- Introduction and Conclusion functionally address the topic(s); add 

some substance to the essay 
- Thesis functionally addresses the prompt and provides some insight as to 

what specific elements will be analyzed and what theme is revealed, but 
may be less sophisticated than an A thesis 

- Topic sentence(s) functionally addresses the prompt and give some 
insight to the subject matter that will be discussed in the paragraph, but 
may be less sophisticated 

- Evidence is mostly specific and well-chosen and illustrates the points 
made by the topic sentences and thesis; evidence mostly provides 
foundation for analysis; however, the strength of the evidence may not 
always be even 

- Evidence/Quotation incorporation is good, but not always outstanding. 
May be flawed in some areas. 

- Analysis connects evidence to topic sentences/thesis and uses the 
evidence to prove the thesis, but may be less insightful than an A-level 
essay; a few “how” or “why” questions are left unanswered; analysis 
explains how the chosen evidence helps to illustrate the theme(s) 

- Organization is clear, but may contain minor lapses in clarity; structure 
may be formulaic at times; may lack effective transitions at either the 
sentence or paragraph level; some ideas/content in an order that is not the 
most effective possible 

- Paragraphs are well-developed; sentences are mostly clear, but not 
always as clear or coherent as an excellent paper 

- Word choice is generally good; syntax is varied 
- Few grammar, punctuation, or spelling errors 
- Few minor MLA format errors 
 
C+: A Good, Average Paper (78, 75) 
- Writing is routine; somewhat flat, surface-level; maybe too general or 

vague 
- Introduction and Conclusion are present but do not really provide 

insight to the topic or add to the essay; somewhat generic 
- Thesis addresses the prompt and provides some insight as to what 

elements will be analyzed and what theme is revealed, but is either 
awkwardly structured or poorly worded; some element is missing or 
unclear 

- Topic sentences do not do a comprehensive job in correlating to the 
thesis and explaining what will be analyzed in the paragraph and how it 
relates to theme; some element is missing or unclear; sentence(s) may be 
somewhat poorly structured/worded 

- Evidence - some evidence could be better-chosen or more specific; not 
all evidence directly correlates to topic sentences and thesis; evidence is 
sometimes merely used as summary that does not necessarily relate to or 
enhance the essay’s argument 

- Evidence/Quotation incorporation is faulty, repetitive, or minimal; may 
not be blended and/or lacking contextual details 

- Analysis – some analysis connects evidence to topic sentences/thesis and 
uses the evidence to prove the thesis; several places exist where “how” or 
“why” questions are left unanswered; analysis only partially explains 
how the evidence chosen helps to illustrate the theme(s); may be uneven 

- Organization is unclear at times; may lack transitions at the sentence or 
paragraph level; structure is formulaic; progression of ideas is not always 
clear and/or is redundant 

- Paragraph structure loose and/or choppy; sentences not cohesive, 
limited fluency.  

- Word choice is generally appropriate; syntax may be plain without much 
variety 

- Multiple grammar, punctuation, or spelling errors 
- Several MLA format errors  
 
C-: A Paper that is Below Average (73, 70) 
- Writing is thin, vague, lacks analysis 
- Introduction and Conclusion are present but minimally developed; one 

or both does not flow/fit with the ideas in the essay. May be choppy, 
random, or too brief.  

- Thesis fails to address prompt clearly and/or is poorly structured or 
worded; may be missing one or more major elements 

- Topic sentence(s) do not complete the job presented in the requirements 
for an A topic sentence; some major element is missing, or the wording 
or phrasing of the topic sentence renders it unclear; connection to thesis 
may be strained/unclear 

- Evidence is mostly poorly chosen or weakly correlated to topic sentences 
and thesis; evidence may not support the given theme 

- Evidence/Quotation incorporation is poorly executed. Quotations may 
be missing context and/or are “floating” 

- Analysis is inadequate and does not connect evidence to topic sentences 
and thesis; “how” and “why” questions are left unanswered; analysis is 
very surface-level and mainly summary; writer does not explain how the 
evidence helps to illustrate the identified theme 

- Organization unclear; lacks transitions at either the sentence or 
paragraph level; progression of ideas not entirely logical 

- Paragraphs may be incoherent; poorly developed; sentences awkward or 
overly simple; essay lacks fluency.  

- Word choice stale, non-specific, or overly simple 
- Numerous grammar, punctuation, or spelling errors 
- Numerous MLA format errors  
 
F: An Insufficient Paper 
- Writing is thin, vague, stale 
- Paper does not meet minimum requirements of assignment  
- Paper (including thesis) does not address the prompt 
- Paper does not support thesis 
- Topic sentences are not clearly correlated to thesis 
- Plot/Textual misunderstandings; mistakes in comprehension of text 
- Evidence and analysis are either absent or inadequate; minimal effort is 

demonstrated 
- Organization weak or absent; illogical progression of ideas; no 

transitions 
- Paragraphs are poorly developed; sentences awkward, unclear.  
- Word choice is often inept; syntax is elementary 
- Distracting combinations of grammar, punctuation, or spelling errors 
- Excessive MLA errors; does not look like an MLA paper 
 
 
 
Comments:  
 

 


